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The Real Rate Question.

It is a most disquieting inconsistency

this which

guilty corporations 8o passionnte and
irh

radical in its character as to d
the very foundations of the Governmen
and at the spme time invites to a seat
in the Cabinet a man who the very
law defymg element among the corpora
tions themenlyes 1 ig e most diseouriag-

impersonation of the law breaking and

Nz spectacle

We indulge in no special enticism of
the Secretiary of the Navy, He is per-
haps no better, and no worse, than his
cpportunities and environment There
were others than he concerned and im-
plicated in the nefarions proceedings
that have been unveiled and which are
of the tvpe that has so iroused Mr
RoOSEVELL'S resentment the type ol
the eriminal rebate

This, in all humility, we regard

s the

blackest offence of our time against the
body politic Stringent laws there are
a-plenty to repress and punish it, but
there is no one to enforce them. In-
etead, we are urged with frantic and
unseemly haste to enact other laws ol a
sweeping and revolutionary eflect, to
pass them in a whirlwind of popular
thoughtlessness and passion when we
are blind to their ominous impor

For our part we are thankful that the
Senate has not lost 1ts reserve or s
dignity, that it retains its character as a
true coordinate branch of the Govern-
ment, and that it will not cast aside its
traditions as a tribunal of deliberation
and permit itaelf to be swept away by
any wave of fictitious clamor It will
be an evil dav for the American people
when the Senate brings ipon It wlf the
reproach and obloquy achieved vester-
dayv by the House of Representatives

How much more useful and inspiring
a spectacle it would be if the President,
power coupled with the

out of his gre
plain reading of the law, should send
even one railroad malefactor to jail!
Why not probe the very case that wears
go domestic an aspect? Why not deter-
mine what were the nature and charac-
ter of the rebates given, not by the Secre-
tary of the Navy —his person is sacred

but by the officials of his railroad? What
interest did those officials personally own
and hold in the beneficiary of those crim-

inal rebates? How much of the rebates |

came bhae Kk to lhv' grantors ol those re
bates by reason of their, the grantors

stockholding in the grantee? Let the |
{ Herald-Despaleh as a specimen of the
statements ol certain newspapers re-

public have a glimpse of the real anatomy
of the various and several transactions
and of the distinguished personages in-
volved in them, and we warrant it will
be more of an illumination and of more
practical benefit than a hundred such
discreditable manifestations as  that
which the House furnished wyesterda
RBesides, no thoughtful and praverful
observer would be sobered by the refles
tion that the action of the House and the
influences leading thereto were very
much in the nature of a cuttlefish cloud
of ink and mighty abscuring to the public
'vl']’(b'lwl\h“

The public is |

like to be disheartencd at
the whole performance It would be far
more mpressed by the enforeement ‘of
a law than by the passage of a law, and
it would lighten men's hearts to see a
ratlrond offender invited mto the dock
instead of inte the Cabmet of the Pregi-
dent of the United States.

The Senate and Arbltration,

No fewer than seven arbitration
pectively with Gr

ties nagotinted re

Britain, Germany, Italy, France, Sweden

and Norway, Switzerland and New{ound

land, are now before the Mederal Senate
President ROOSEVELT I8 understood to
have warned members of that body that

if any amendments were made the trea-
ties would not be accepted by the other
parties thereto Seddom in our politic
history have the wishes and admonitions
of the Chief Mamestrate been treated witl
less deference IMe wreaty with New-
foundland.” which waas considered in ex-
ecntive seszion on Waednesday, had al-
ready boen saddled with amendments in
committee, all of which were agreed to
by the Senate; and in executive session
two important amendments were added
As for the gix conventions entered into
with Furopean Powers, they have been
gutted by the trenchant mutilations to
}

which they have been su yectad in the

report adopted unanimously by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations

If Senator Lopae, the sturdy champion
of the Gloucester fishermen, desires to
avert the conclusion of any treaty with
Newfoundland, he ought to be content
with the amended form of the Hav-Bond
convention, for the chance of its being
ﬂ"""["l"! by the insular Government is
emall. What the United States would
gain by the treaty is plain enough, Our
fishing vessels entering Newfoundland
waters would have the privilege of pur-
chasing bait fishes on the sune terms
and conditions as are imposed on Now-
foundland vessels ey wonl also
have the privilege of touching and trad-

Ing, procuring supphlies, and buying or

selling fish and oil, so long as they cone

formed to the harbor regulations: nor

would they be subject to ar harge. ex-
cept the payment of such light., harbor
and customs dues as are or mav be levied
n Newfoundland fishing vessels More
over, all American mannfactures, oxcent
seven specified article re to be ad
mittod into Newfoundland free of du

wWihile, as w food products and the seven

ikes possible a pursuit of |

— - g

specified manufactures, maximum rates
of customs duty are prescribed, with the
provision that no heavier duty shall ever
be n”HH‘H‘*l on any articles coming from
the United States than is imposed on such
articles coming from elsewhere

Now let us see what Newfloundland
would get.  The original text of the Hay-
Bond convention provided for the free
admission into the United States of ores
of metals, conl and coal oil and untrimmed
wliate All of these products are excluded
by an amendment adopted in executive
gession What is left? Well codfish,
goal oll, whale oil, whale meat, glue
stock, unmanufactured whalebone and
other by-products of the whaling indus-
try, sealsking, herrings, salimon, trout
and salmon trout, lobsters, cod roes,

tongues and sounds, may  enter the |

United States free of duty I'he fish
miust alwavs be fresh, however, for it
is expressly provided that so called cod
liver oil, and codfish and herring, ir
smoked, dried, salted, piekled, frozen or
otherwise prepared for preservation, are
excluded from the treaty lree st Wa
add that. Little as the slanders wonld get,
they might have to wailt some time for
the little, and could not keep that little
long:  for one amendment, adopted in
executive session, stipulates that the
convention shall not take effect until the
evisting tarifl jaw of the United States
shiall have been so amended by act of
(ongress as to authorize the exemptions
from, and changes in, our existing rates
of customs duty A second amendment,
also passed in executive session, strikes
out the provisions for continuing ths
treaty in force after five years,

All we have tosav is that if the treaty
in the present form is accepted by New-
foundland, that island is easily satisfied.
But perhaps certain Senators are riding
for a full. ‘There 18 more than one way

to =kin a cat

We can hirdly believe that the Senate

Committes on  Foreign  Relations, by
their eviscerating treatment of the arbi-
tration treaties concluded with six Euro- {
penn Powers, designed to make the Pres-
ident a laughing stock. It is tolerably
certiain, however, that the Foreign Offices
concerned will decline to take our State |

Department  seriously  should it ask

them to attach substantial value to the
disembowelled  compacts  which  have
emerged from the hands of the commit-
tee, In the shape which they have now
assumed, the treatjes are shells, make
believes,  counterfeits shams. They
Leep the word of arbitration to the ear
and break it to the hope. They are sim-
ply tantamount to the sterile assertion
| that our Government approves of arbi-
tration in principle, but that our Execu-

ve never will be suffered to agree to

apply the principle, unless the agree-
ment be couched in a treaty that will
require the sanction of two-thirds of the
Senate I'hat 18 to sav, so far as any
practical outcome of Mr. HAY's pro-
longed negotiations is concerned, the six
arbitration treatios are waste paper

We do not think that our Secretary of

State should be condemned to assume
the role of a “confidence man” by being

foreed to offor European Governments a

gold brick,

Aealn, What Is Going On in Santo

Domingo?

We print the following from the Utica

garding the administration of the cus-
tom houses of Santo Domingo which

began on Feb, 1:

Ihe truth !s that the taklog arge of Santo
KOS s docs 1 lepend In any wa
g \ s ratifica b
\ 1 the AWATA reg red
1 N (. CARLISLE, Dop MANCEL LR

( { ler GRAY LI B A
N 5 en t t t Sta Pepartment |
been sole Its prerog

a i ¢ » . .

These denials that anvthing irregular

has been done in Santo Domingo in ad-

vince of the ratification of the ]yr..;un.m]
reaty are based upon a statement offi-
1

cinlly or gemi-officially issued on Feb., 4

by some one in authority in the Depart-

ment of State. As printed in the New

Yuork Tribune of Feb, 5, this statement

s ns follows:

' ade by a it Hat 1o
¢ ' pending Dominican arrang
I e heos ' nor witl ¢ be
ANE Ut 1 by the Unlted
Vt {1 has et bern reported to the State
ent that representatives of the United
have taken ¢} { ar custam ! 8
o nt t Puyrrto P where Mr ABROYT
s heen A g s for the last
) enen i fals
r " - ny maomes
& ot v 1 cm i whatever
{ ' g ' y the ge
A T n I t e
thics f Is 1t the . s T
f Puet } ving arge part to a
e t ira fron | her pleces
sve een disappointiogly small, and the
{ v An A fle vard of last
) been wing e State [epartment to exte
1 ¢ ¥ to the three other [
SAT 2. M te o «t1 and smana - named In the
Azt AS B s admin'strat!
vasis of the hasty and ill

inf al of the truth of the de-
snatch of Feb. 2 which THE SUN received
from Santo Domingo and printed on

I'eb, 3, stating that “representatives of
the United States took control of the

custom house receipts vesterday, in
accordance with the terms of *he proto-
col signed here on Jan. 20."

Yesterday the same Mr. AnporT who
a referred to in the foregoing attempt
at explanation by somebody in the De-
partment of State arrived in New York
from Santo Domingo, which he left on
Feb. 3. We now quote the subjoined
""l"'-'."ﬂ -’H'l answer from an interview
with Judge Joux T. ABBOTT, printed
elsewhere in THE SUN this merning

* Had g as I | our « er rat
I 1 of a ! Inlcan S ar g0
1o w v An | ' ave “n act

" ) nlean ports
w L 1Ak e ! A L VA wmon wunder
¢ h
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¢ > n Lk '
N 100 arge of '
A gv nf Pla ' a :
A 0
lral S1Ga8RER and
' HAM @ nt M nee

|
(1ating with the eltizens there, and 1 had no doubt
the negotiations would be suceessful
When | speak of taking possession of all the

T'he amended protoeol Is something that

lias developed slnce

This 8 curious business

with real or pretended authority from
the Administration

of facts that
franker statement and a better expla-
nation than any yet made at Washington
is due to the Senate and the people,

Beginning of &

The remarks of Mr,
Townsend Eate Regulation bill
tute not only an indictment of this par-
ticular measure, but also a masterly dis-
cussion of the subject

Do not be deterred by the length of

Every paragraph is
arzument is pertinent
to justify the

I'ederal power over business by the as-
sumption that the popular demand for
such legislation I8 imperative,

evidence is there of the existence of any |
siich public sentiment in favor of Govern-
|

ederal regulation of wages under the
interstata commerce clause of the Con- |

The brief debate
ceding the perfunctory passage of the
Townsend bill yesterday afternoon con-

enlighten public opinion than the re-
markable speech
considerable space this morning
an inch of that space is wasted.

Oh, Shucks !

illustrious Ohio
| CHARLES HENRY
He was talking about the
report of the Committes on Rules as to |
the railroad rate bill, gibing the Demo-
crats and asserting that the Republi-
cans are the only original and genuine
Then followed
Mr. COCHRAN i8
( HARLES FREMONT CCOCHRAN, a Bryanite
of the purest ray serene,

| Joun WESLEY GAINES:

CaCcHRraN of Missourt—<Mr, @praker——

ommerce bill was passed was a 'tepublican

Prestdent in the White House?

House and | voated against 1t

CorapaN of Miss

| of CULLOM =—

GAINES of Tennessee

Democratie side

the gentleman from Tennessee In Keeping with the
character of the position tha

Mr. GAINES of Tennessee —~Now, Mr. Speaker
Speaker, 1 do not propose

The gentleman has insulted me

nothing offensive W the gen-

e gentieman from

makes that sort of an attack upon me

% a gracious boy
Juckeve sage '»)‘ eight
He is incapable of throw-
that monument of virtue
ungentlemanly

twenty vears

hidden in this homely

the dictionaries that
lie tell us, can hardly be from the Anglo-

might be preserved in middle Tennessee
English, mid-Tennessee being conserva- |
tive in some excellent respects. ‘
GAINES, however, never speaks
He rayvs “Money

of the “Money Shuck.”

why s it offensive or per-

angel, not a devil

v “pod,” “the epi-
carp of hickory nuts and walnuts,
prickly involnere of chestnuts, ™ “Shucks”

Applied not to Gen. GROSVENOR, but
this whole precious comedy of railroad
rate regulation, this wild romp of Repube |
licans and Democrats in the House, each
side pretending to be more eager than
the other for a policy and a measure
which both sides expect and hope that
the Senate will suffocate or overlay—
so applied, the exclamation “Oh, shucks!®
rises to the dignity of a sound eriticism
| or a just obituary notice,

votes against
three hundred and
Republicans and Demoocrats tumbling over
each other in their eagerness to vote for |

|

the Townsend

Of the seventeen who stood with
McCanl, eleven were Republicans
years ago, when he had the courage to vote

constifutional amendment that practically
gave the Federal Government control of all
business within the States, he waa one of
two Republican protestants

It was a great day for Mr

| a8 1o th

greator day for WiLLiam J. BRyan

and enjoyed It with gusto
Ing to have Bryan ideas jammed

I'he Signs on the Wal)

¢ eaample of the

CHICKEN-STEALING TIGER.

Caught In a Hen Roost In Singapore and
Kitled by & Pollceman,

Tuecday night Police Sergeant Reynolds
was informed by a Malay police consta-
ble on duty at Goodwood, the residence
in Scott's road of Sir Lionel Cox, the Chief
Justice, that a tiger was in his Lordship's
compound. Sergeant Reynolds doubted
the statement, says the Singapora Straits
Budget, but the Malay constable protested
that he was correct. Sergeant Revnolds

thersupon armed himself with one of the |
police rifles and gave another rifle to the |

Malay

The police sergeant proceeded to Ihe:

kebun's house and was told that the tiger
was underneath it. This little dweiling
i raised about two feet above the ground

"and the space below the flooring is used

as & chicken roost. Two sides were cov-

| ered with boards and two wers open. Round

the two open sides a number of Malays and
a few Chinese “boys” had gathered. They
held lamps and shouted excitedly

One of the Malays put a lamp just inside
the opening and Sergeant Reynolds put his
head and shoulders under the flooring
The Malay constable was just behind him
with the second rifle. His eves lighted
on & heap of dead fowls in & corner about
twelve feet away, which he at first mis-
took for the tiger. He levelled his rifle

and waited. Almost immediately a tiger |

lifted its head above the dead fowls and
looked at him, its eyes shining brightly in
the darkness. It commenced snarling and
growling at the intruder. Reynolds took
steady aim between the eyes and fired

The Malays stood back as Reynolds fired,
for they expected the tiger to dash out.
Immediately the shot was fired, the brute's
head disappeared and the Malay constable
handed Reynolds the second rifla, which
was loaded.  Reynolds cocked it end
waited quietly for another glimpse of the
animal, _

After an interval of some ten minutes,
the Malays cut away the boards near the
animal with parangs. They pulled out first
fourteen dead fowls, and lastly hauled
out the tiger, which was quite dead. On

examination it was found that the heavy !

Snider bullet had penetrated the animal’

forehead just above the left eye, gone |

through the brain and burst open the
neck on both sides,

The animal, which proved to be a emall
tigress., measured over six fest from tip to
tip, and belonged to a smallspecies of tiger,

| commonly known as the “mottled tiger."
| He mays that it i8 very flerce and thinks
| that this specimen was about twelve years
{ old. Theanimal, which stood very low, was

in fine condition. Its skin was beautifully
marked with a mixture of stripes and spota,

The Napoleon of Venezoela,

To i Enitor oF TaE SUN—=Sir Tet me |

congratulate vou on your editorial “A Pro-
gramma for Venezuela

There i« no doubt for about a year that Mr.
Bowen has been persono non grata to 1 resi-
dent Castro, although the causes that led

| o that condition of affairs are in no reapect
a reflection on Mr. Bowen, but merely furnish |

another proof of the treachery in Castro’s
character

There (s no reason why the United States
should pull Mr. Bowen’s chestnuts from the
fire

|
I'he people of Venezuela just now are more

favorably disposed toward Americans thar
any other foreigners, and any hostile move
that could be avoided by diplomacy would
be a grave error

Whoever succeeds Bowen must not repeat
Bowen's mistake of underestimating Castro

("astro is & very abla though unserupulous |

man: but no weakling can remain in power
in Venezuela
(‘astro is the Napoleon of Venezuela, and
any Power that undertakes a campaign
against bim will have a number of surprises
before its troops reach Caracas K.
BrookLyx, Feb. 9

A Little Temperance Fectore,
To TAR EDITOR oF TRE SUN--S{r: There ls m:
foollsh talk about how a man can reform
Itqior,

would ask such a question
The RBowery saloons {llustrate to us the main
thorouglfare where llquor Is sold In large quant!

tiea, And 1t Is there that varions respectasble men are
'

driven to drink, through the eflorts of probably

some of thelr friends, who maka the Bowery thelr
principal hang-out

A men when he Is drunk thinks he has great
pleasure, but when hie finds out the results of 1t

| either by landing in A police station or belng In.
jured physically, he realizes that drink Is not as |

go0d as he thought

Fractically the same man !s made a ool of by his |
nelghbars, who tell othier people ahout him. Hels |
| dialiked, and Nnds out that he cannot get a place |

to work, He Is ashamed of the world, and may be
elther killed or he may commit sulcide
I will tllustrate with a little story

One summer’'s day in 1803 a drunken man. in ap

prarance a good looking and respectable gentle
man, was parading up and down the Howery hay
Ing & gala me, In one of his coatl pocke!s was a
goid watch i & valuable diamond pin was in hils
neckte He weas approached and set upon b
two thiigs. who came oul of a haliway near by and
struck him on the head, so that he at once became
senseless. They cartled him boring
him his v table articles A
pollceman was seen to pass by when all hostllitles
and he notieed the man Iving down on
the floor near A hallway He called for assistance,
and they sent the man 1o the hosplial, where med!.
cal ald was secnured

Thls goes to show what happena to man, boy or

house and took fron

were o

woman when they are drunk, and | advise all to |

and If they take my advice they
1o me when thoy get older
FRANK ALRERT.

kerp away from It
will be very thank
N¥w Yorg, Feb. 9

The Schenectady Revival Continnes,

To TH® Eprtor o?r THR SUN -Sir Riding In
the street cars of Schencetady, one reads “Come
Meetings Golng Into a store o
do business, the same Invitation meeis the eyve,
Wallilng throngh the sireets, one meests large can
vas signs streiched clear across the bulldings with
Gospel meeting rvery evening” 1o letters two feet

rning and evening papers one reads

long, Inthem
column after { the various meet

to the Gospel

Inge, present and §

A friend stops you on the street with the (nq iry,
“"How did you enjoy the meeting last night? Pro
posed soclety cvents are postponed bhecause of the
meetings Men pass the clubs, the theatres, the
saloons, hurrying to one or other of the varlious
nightly r val gatherings.  Usually about nlnety
per cent, of a religlous Andience consists o! women
and children: but not so In this “aggressive evan
gellam® campalgn In Schenectady Both n and
women are aroused 1o a scose of thelr greatl need of
Christ and a hetter life, and respond. night after
night, In goodly numbers. And this Is goling
on even in the Fimt Duteh Reformed Chureh, prob-
ably the oldest and certalnly the most conservative
In Schenectady s t ory of three centuries

Work and resiltgof this cheracterinanew Western
clty, or In times of financlal catastrophe, one could
undersiand; but In stald “Old Dorp™ at the time of
Ita greatest prosperity. the condition, so long von
tinued, Is remarkable. It matters nol that several
meelings are sel for the same hour, all are well
tended and some are crowded The Interest

in all classes of society is Intense. Men who never

before gave a dollar to church or charlty are giving

pow, Famliy and business esir emenis are

being healed. Frivollty on the sireets 18 checked,

Faces are serfous and anxlous. When and where

1t will end no one can prediet oun Dory,
SCHENECTADY, Feb. #

The Fractional Dutchman

To tar Epiror or THE SUN -Sir \nswering
iequestion propounded by "R." In yesterday's SuN
juantity of Dutch blood Jeft In the Pres!
dent, assuming him 1o be nof Dutch stock six genera
tions in this country, | would suggest that a simple
mathematical caleulation will show the President
to be one one hundred and twenty elghth (1-128
Duteh and one hundred and twéniy seven one
bundred and twenty eighthe (127 128 other blood

BORTOX, Feh. 8 P. W. P

«

A Correction From Hades
To T™oE Porron or TR Sux Sy What 1 wrote
was Hoe opus. hic labor est.” ' V. Maro
Erysiax FikLos, Feb. 7

A Peep In Graftland
"My dear.” growied the Man Higher 1'p. “these
aren’t the kind of biscuits that mother used to
make
“Indeed!” she retorted aweet Nelther are
you the kind of John Doe (hat fatner used 1o make
The meal proceeded [n slience

In the first place, no man who has any |
sense and knows thoroughly the eflects of drink |

HONESTY AND GOOD SENSE.
Mr. MoCall's Speecoh on Federal Rate
Regulation That Is Confseation.

From the Congreasional Re
Mr. MeCant,—Mr. Chatrman, ¢
fined evils have developed in the operation of
our rallroads which demand the attention of
Cotgress, nlthough 1 balieve that under the
operation of the ElKins act they are exceps
tional [here can be no doubt that favoril
ism and the unequal trestment of shippers by
some ruilroads have been in the past carried
%0 far as to turn the scale between competl
tors in the same lines of business, building up
the fortunes of one set of menand destroying
the fortunes of snother Hebates and secret
rated lower than published tariffs have been
given to favored individuals Fxtraordinary
concessions have been made to shippers who
own their private cars, to small terminal
switches that masquerade nunder the name
of independent rallroads, and there has been
direct favoritism in the allotment of cars
armong shippers in times when the demands
of traMe were too great for the facilities of
therailroad Public opinion hus been arousoed
vupon this question of favoritism, and arovsed

{Justly, Congress should desl, and deal in no

general terms which may be Uable to doubt-
ful construction, but clearly and explicitly,
with these abuses so that if t¥ now exist
they may be stopped and if they do not
they may not be put in practice horelter

But gentlemen decialm about one sel of
abuses and propose a remedy for something
“lue They graphically portray the uvil of
favoritism and diserimination and then an-
nounce the trivmphant noa aequifur  that
the commission shonld be given power to fix
the rates at which rallroads should sell thelr
transportation What relation has the mok-
ing of rutes by the Government to the giving
of rebates to favored shippers, under one
device or another, unless it be the relation
of cause to effect? Can not 4 railroad grant
A rebate from a rate established by a com
mission as well as from one established by
itaelf? Rather, it seems to me, rate fixing by
an agency of the Government would ang-
ment the evil. We may assume, 1 think, with
entire safety that the commission would not
compel the public to pay n higher rate than
the railroad asked. If it Interfered with rail-
road rates It would {nterfare fo make them
lower. The tendency of reducing rates would
he to make weak linea weaker, and in their
struggle for sell-preserviation thev would
naturally offer any Inducement in their power
to secure Lhe business of great shippers.  You
say such a course would be eriminal, hut such
A conrsa is criminal under existing law

Ay oblection to the bill proposed is two-
fold: First, that it does not deal effectively
with the real evil and that it makes a most
illogical response to the real public ovinion,
and, second, becanse it does provide tor the
exercise of a dangerous power with too slight
safeguards, a power which is not asked to be
conferred by anything worthy of the nima
of public opinion and which ut tha most I8
sustained by a mere public emotion

Mr. Kernan, ons of the most intelligent of
the advocates of this legislation, declared
that ninety-nine out of a hundred shippers
did not complain that rates were too high,
but complained at the relative riate —in other
words, at a form of discrimination An at-
tempt 8 made to utilize a genuine and well
founded public sentiment against any kind
of unequal treatment by railroads in favor

enist

of u proposition that the Government shall |

fix railroad rates under the slender safe-
guards of this bill and embark upon & policy
likely to be followed with consequences which
very few men have considered Bring in a
hill which shall restore some of the penalties
which only two vears ago Congress blindly
repealed, prohibit both specifically and gen-
erally the smployment of the different de-
vices for conferring special rates and then
enforee the law which you shall enact and

the day of uninst digerimination by rallroads |

will have ended and the abuses which haye
been complained of will disappear

But, as T said, this bill not only does not do
that effectively, but it does something entirely
different. Baldly and honestly stated, its
chief purpose 18 to have the Government
eatablish  ratlroad rutes 'he advocates
of the proposition are aware that they are
making an extraordinary proposal, from the
frunk statement of which they recoll This
{s shown by tha way in which they employ
langnags to minimize it Fhey say that they
do not ask the Government to iy inl
or to clothe the conm
authority to filx rallrond rates, but where a

published rate {8 challenged they ask that
the commission may revige it It Is ap-
parently to be something very easceptional
and very remote A8 interstate rates must,

under the present law, ba published from all
railroad points, It follows that there could
not bhe an Inftial rate npon a railroad which
had not yet been built, and the power to re-
vise one publishad rate involves the power to
revise all published rates . A single com-
plainant, under the operation of this bill,
without doubt, bring In guastion all
the rates from Chicago, for instance, to HBos
ton, New York and Ph lelphia, as related
to the rates from Chi
if. indeed, he conld not attack every railrond
rate in the United States

I'he power to fix rates conferred hy this

i
CAK0 to New Orlear

bill «an certainly be exercised, by the e
plovment of the slightest for:

every interstate rate in the country I'hat is

LYy, against

too plain to be denied Why, then, do gentle-
men recoil from their proposition? Why
dothey affect a conservatiam as if theyv wonld
not do the thing they are proposing to do?
It is simply that the frank and unqualified
atatoment of the policy would shock all no-
tions of conservatism. 1 agres to regu
tion. but it must be a regulation not incon

patible with the fundamental principles of
private property as it has heret
recelved tailroads are private propert

and are operated by private cap!tal Refore
permitting private praperty to he taken for
nae, and much more for private uss,
all civilized law exacts in advance gafe-

ofore heen

guards to protect the owner hut here you
proposa & proceesding by which some por-
tlon of & man’'s property may be absolutely
destroved for the use of another, and you not
only exact no security in adve
attenipt to restrain the owner from follow-
ing the ordinary legal rermedios in 1}
tiitional tribunal of his country. Yearsafter-
ward perhaps courts may hold that the fak-
ing wns illegal and must be stoppsd But
what remedy is there for the taking which
has already occurred?  This feature of vour
bill erasses the line between regulation and
confiscation and outrages the most patent
principles of jnstice

1 know it is aaid that tha commission

e, hut yvou

thought for ten vears that it had the power
to I!x railroad rates. | am not sure that that
18 true a8 broadly as it s stated I will guote
what was #aid with regard to the task of
rate making on the part of the commission
by Chief Justice Cooley, a ge
and 1 say it without disparagement, was the
most conslderable man ever a member of
that body

tleman who,

Jo acountry so large as ours, wity
age of roads, It would be super!
struction of the law which would require 1he
formance would render the due adminlsirat
he law altogether Impractical, and that
pirongly to show that such a constructlon could
not have been lntended

The Bupreme Court held that he was right
As a matter of law, and pass this bill, and 1 be
lieve you will find that he was right as a
matter of fact But let it stand that every.
body belleved the commission had the power
to fix the rates They exercised the power
on an average, it |8 said, of four t mes g year
for ten vears It would not appear {1
that there was any general injustice rates
It mus! be remembered, however, that dur-
ing those ten years the gentlemen now pir-
suing the rallronds were engrossed by other
occupations They were emploved in b
balting and in attempting to secire the {1
coinage of silver, employmernts that are now
fortunately obsolete If those keen and rest-
less intellects should devote themselves ox.
clusively, or in any large measure, to the
rallroads, the task of rate flxing un
bill wao 1 speadily become what Mr. (o
called t, superhuman I think, there
nothing of what wonld happen can be (n.
ferred from what did happen between 18%;
and 1867 It is said also that direful things
are gOing to ocear if you do not conier s
rate fixing power On a sudden a popular
rage has been kindled which, uniess it is ap.

i this

| are loo ning large aronnd yo'r, Yo cannot he

peased at once, will aweep away all railroad
property I doubt the existence of this rage,
bitt If it exists it is like the appetita thal

grows by what [t feeds on I'he vory way Lo
Hring to pass the thing You wat ttoa I ]
to &tart on tha policy of rate fixing

[ have just alluded to the silver qus LN
which will again Hlustrate the point 1 have in
mind It wax said, yon will remember, that
we must do xon ng lor ver or we should

specdily witness some

and wonuld even find our
standard And =0 we
sityer, and
put s on th

sotie things lor
\ lid all
andard. and il they

had

not heen repw they would certainly have
put us there it bill, ooy aptnion, takes
pothe first long step in the directic s polley

d after

whictt you sayv yvou wish

vour bill has been in op fon and the rocks

}
tyoun will have at the helm a man of

ul Lirover

aure tha

the mdomitable will and coura

Clove i Suppose you have a President
who setd his 81018 to cateh every breeze that
Llows Do vou think vou would have as
fortunate an escape a8 voo did from the con-

A for silver

sequences of “doing so

Tet us consider for a moraent what I8 in=
volved (n the pending proposition It (% said
that the constenetion of the great highways

of commerce 18 a governmental function
whileh has only been delegated to mdividunls,
but it Is plain that it is a governmental fune-
tion that the different States of the Union
genernlly refrained from performing, and
refrained with a good deal of discretion in
view of the disastrous financial experiments
which some of them made [ attempting to
build the railroads for themselves I'hey
called upon private eoterprise to employ
private capltal in order that the country
might be built up, and gentlemen embarked
in the business of building rallroads not, as
might be inferred from some of the sounding
generalities indulged in to-day, for the mere
purpose of exercising n governmental fune-
tion, but they embarked in it in response to
the invitations of the different State govern-
ments, as all men embark in husiness, for
the piurpose of making profit for themselves

And the resilt has been the creation of a rail-

the most

road svstem beyond comparisoda,
splendid of the rallroad systems of the world,

m built up with few exceptions by

A SYH
private capital, extending to the mosat inac-
cessible reglons of the country and that has
been the chief factor in the production of our
unparalleled prosperity

The American rallway system resulting
from this policy is the erowning industrial

| glory of America It is as fair and Innocent

a formn of property as any in existence 1t
it did not bless him who mada it, it doubly
blessed the country 1t could not be dupli=
cated to-day, | venture to say, by an amount
of money equal to its nominal capital. 1
know it is argued that the shares are largely
watered. Byt | have wondered when sta-
tistics were produced here thet notorionus
facta of an opposite character werse not
gtated Kome of the ancient stock watering
performances of Gould and Fisk and Vander-
bilt were cited as if they were quite the r
Why, the New York Central Railroad, which
has been referred to, has within ten years
increased 118 capital many miillions of dollarg

| and has received in its treasury 25 per cent,

more money than the par value of the new
stock it issusd. The Pennsylvania Railroad
within two years increased ita stock 50 per
cent ., and it received in money from 20 to 40
per eent, more than the stock it gsued.  Only
the other day a great New England railroad
issued a large number of new shares and
received 2170 for each share of the par value
of $100 Many inatances of a similar char-
acter might be cited Speaking broadly
while there are particular roads with inflated
capitals, the ratiroad syvstem as a whole cost
in acturl money not greatly less than the
amount of its nominal capitalization The

returng upon the money actually invested |

ieve, not excend

will. on the average, 1 be

| & per cent, Notwithstanding our sparse

population, we bave the lowest rates of any
great country in the world

Now, having practically completed the
rallroad gvatem of the United States, private
enterprise having brideed over our great
rivers and tiunnelled onr mountains and
bound together every portion of our conuntrs
by the network of more than 200,000 miles of
railroads, along come the professional agita
tor and the man who bought fus land for
g1 25 anacreand saw it ineregsed by the buaild-
15 to 850 or 8100 an acre, nnd the

lng of rullronds t
member of the board of trade, pussibly V
partaership  with the Government under

engaged in manufact-

some tarif schedul
uring some commodity, making very likely
many times the retuyns upon s capital that
the owners of the ratdrosd make upon theirs,

and they join nds together and say, "Go to
these gentlomoen are rming 4 govern-
mental funetion the Governt

should

wuld say

take charge of their business a1

at what price they are to transport our wheat
and fron.”™  As nearlv $1,000,000,000 are each
year directly o ondoed by railronds for labor

and a great additional amount for supplies

the production of hich labor (s the chief
factor ol + ‘ | et tw t & of
the gross earnings of the ratlroad i 1 |
Q y Inbar, the projg 0 g1 N
operating t owt pital
It by ! Ives, or those the
t Wl do » work CHreyit 0
LAar vl (3¢ re +
L) | 1 right of appeal ) [t
and thy million or more of e
g in the empl of private ¢ terprisn
1t last analys Lave the A e
1 Gover ent ch 1 |
majority, whose interest it will be to
henn transportatiorn
Lal LEN RKohe s for

wrty and one

moro likely to corrupt Ir people And
srely (oes (e proposition involve t rights
of private capital and invade the § tical
| freedom of a man to sell his ar in the open

market, ur ntrolled t the romn
but It vests in a commission the power to
reviae th the country, ta nullif
natural advar to give to nn inly ity
the benetlt of a location upon the seabogrd
ar upon a greal river, and to g to the »hv-v
board city the dignified seslusion of an ininnd

taery I believe this power, with the inefls

s anf . of 1 | :
Live sa irds of this bill, s v vast and

too dnt rous 1o be ielded by any political

government, and that it s likely to load to the
destruct ol cities gnd to ult i Gavern-
ment ownership of railroads over the utl
way of conflscatior

Ihere {8 no essential ar ay between $his
proposition und the control w min
palities exeorcise over t ®Rervices
nae the publie streeta, or even such control ag
Stintes mothers of these corporations
huve pred to exer o aver their «
dre 1 not | Government | '
ETORTRT €1 e than ar e subordinate gove
ery anta i thie mal sufeguards
ngainst ot ke nnt L &re far lesg ex
pl ¢

Rities & el #s shown

i ex and States have
Leer ectivel ristrained, but when the
national Government vades private prop-
erty, when the peen nterests of the far
greater number appear 1o be adverss to the
rights whict f ' he dema
KOR ever ready to bribe the people in the
maas with the money of somebody , Puts
himself on the plstform that the churges ¢

the ravdroads should be red i, and when

the decree 18 i I under the
authority of gress and the very air o
brates with the demands of a pablic opinion

rather th m roused public apper te,

O 'Y - 1 L t

| tWe the nat
i1 { Lt
d shle tend for
At

( erut Lo
wh t may enter. |
contention t I we o
Arner erritory |

iposts and s & tha re levied g
Another port 1 uphold this un-Amer
on loctrine contradiot to the v P
| Mars! y g .
COl e s ¥ ] . oAe
) i genernt te P 1)
the Nner | rail i rd ne s
the nations! Government |

perial clnims of reg K ind

of prometing the genera
1f the Government

islng their own propert

P conservative Stite 1

| employvees, shippers and localities tha

| The popularity of

1t A price to be fixed by the Goyer

should guarantee them agalnst any | \
sieh a price would entall ' do «
would ke shameless tyrann i .
practical question, is It concy !
bill having that object in view p
piss Congress If Yare ta

ot ownership, [t I8 more n g .
with n tlons of Justice frankl v

set and have the (i
take the railroads,off the hands of

ers b their fair value |

is the programme of the "
man who is now the leader of the {4
| party bt the policy whict [ I

to be the outgrowth of this Ll

drastic form will have init no s

ol I'he commissiaon w!

do th such transcendent pow v &
or later lnevitably | ne u g

It will respond to public demat

rutes The gentleman from Florkd v a
stariing proof of this tendencyin !l

speach fn favor of this bl when b

cuse which showed that his own St {

iyl rallroad rates below ihe cost (
tlon If that course was taken | 11 | 1
} Florida, what i

be expected from the more rad |

of the nlon? Rallroad securities

s under such a polioy, gradually o i
value. The public will forget the =)

fof things existing one or two decades "
past, or, if 1L remembers, (8 consce 1
be sufMciently irdened by this
spond (0 vague gppeals 1o seize thos \

national highwayvs o the inger
symmetry, and perhaps in
civilization, a plea that hias bheen waort
bare in our time, and the present genera
would, [ believe, see the rallroads owned
aperated by the Government

1t 18 alleged as a4 reason for this legislat on
that rates have slightly increasad |
five vears. That depends entirely up

1 the

you accept as your standard.  The u i
deals in any of the ordinary commodities
common Use can buy more transportation

with a given amount of his commodit
day than he could five yoars ago In
words, treating transportation 4= n pro
it 18, relatively toother products, cheaper 1o-
day than it was five years ago, for v
modities in genernl have during that to.as
risen about 20 per cent, i1 price, transg 1=
tion has risen about 4 per cent \i
tire increase of 4 per cent. I8 acconus
the Increase (n the wages the rallroads o
their men What will be the first step thin
enginecrs of this rate fixing device? Thaoy
st fustify the proceeding by cutting down
rates or there will be no public be
this standpoint. That in turn will compel
the rallroads to reduce the cost of their sere
viee, and if they cannot reduce the paice thoy
pay for steel and ties they will of nececcty
be compelled to reduce the wages of bor,
and the benevolent design of the manufuct.
urer of leather or pig iron to secture lower
rates and greater profits for himself w hn
attended with general public inconvenier

It will be far hetter for society ta et a4
natural struegle go on bhetween railroads,

would be to set up alittle machine desty called
A commission, with at the most only a
ernmental interest and with a mandate 10
supersede the laws of nature and still thoss

| great industrial energies which ara as neces.
{ sary to the health of society as the v

ments of tides and currents are to the ss
ness of the sea

I am opposed to this bill becausa of it ten.
dency tremendously to increase the power of
the Government at Washington. The enor-
mous coneentration and pressure of power in-
volved in the attempt to have a singls govern-
ment run our railroads, and, as a result, thosa
grentenginesthat produce the articles of inter-
atate commerce, would be to engender hera a
heated contre of despotism destructive of the
Inst appearance of individual freedom
Iiberty is only compatible in this country
with keeping the mpanagement of their affairs
near to the peoplo, where they can sea how
they are conducted Distant s they dre
from Washington, they get merely the staga
effects, and the actor who i8 set down to play

fi

all the virtuous parts in the play may he in
fact the real villain A syatem like onrs, with
the Mmnetions of government distributed
among diferent organs and localities, s
tolerant in the highest degree of freedom,
and the unshackled liberty of milllons of
| th the Ieast restraint tha

y IS what has pro-
Stitla

s (iod nas given

aur murvellons dovelopment,
by your puny statutes that sy lendid oppor-
tunity for enterpriging homan  endeavor,
and vou will prafanely lay your hands upon
the very shrine of American liberty. 1 do
not eare to see created ot Washington a
“Littls Father"” as therea (s one at St. Peters-
burg For my part | prefer the Amerion

m of distributed power, with as much

Byst

s possible left to the individ

glan system of centralized powsr,

his legislation s poy v

1t is said that

A MMeasure 18 not alwars
the test of 18 wisdom | nfortunatel it is

1l popular, for ti

" igh authority to { .
fatory instinets of yple S
it had listened to the argument that tha

gteenback was good enough for the so

wi ed bifs life, and that, therelore

ongh for the Yondholder wht 1
« his and suppo

started the prir presses in motio )

manufacture none the pavment o )

publie ereditor 1) * one doubt 1l

v hean popular, even as popi

would hg

Franklin Pierce the day the latter wis ¢ |
Vre by more than flve.siyt!
electornl collvge? And vet Grant &len
prirnalivie sy 0 ) ' . ad

anppoaling ! '

s the real interests of his 1

gave the peaple a chanes to think and to fo

i real opindon, and by so ¢ | \d
foundation upon which whns hult the
atructure of nat al credit ever reared )
nation Died Grover (Ol la } A
pomilar act when he issued oon 1
profound pence? 1 vet he saved e
standard to his county

Girant, if you want to, that our
day would not condone anyv act of
Ly the Government f
that progress 18 not « t and the

ips and downs in the career of a nat A
the stramm of producing great he
great statesen (Lis natural that the u

energies should become relaxed and eogag

the forth pye

that the whim and vagary of the
flesting acroxk the mind of soms

authority should for a time

of he 1 ciples of end
t We wi
queath the policy of thia bill as a lega
guch a time Iot us then permit 1
edged sword to sleep in its soabbard, at
ntil some one shall give & reasor
should be drawr Lot na make the &

provision the law ean make for t}

cqual treatment of everybody | a
roads, but let us n enter upon the & -
turous policy of this il I do not fat

myself that anvihing | have said ca
you [rom vour purpose to pass this rness

but belleving, as I firmly do, that it s i

whose means have

vastly to | efit the i ’ R
o, that Oper: he 1 .

to rth terests of

mveelf ter unable to give Y
Anpiatss
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